How to Get Fills Made Simple: The ABCs 


Efficiency in obtaining fills is an important skill to master especially in simplex operations, when 
conditions are less than optimum, and/or when there is interference. 


That skill requires practice/drills; so that eventually it becomes second nature. If we use the Morse 
Code example, we can best understand the need for brevity and efficiency. 


WA and WB 
In Morse, "WA Joe", means send the Word After "JOE". “WB” means, word before. On voice use 
“Word Before” and/or “Word After” 


AB and AA means please send all before or all after. In voice, say, “All Before Joe” or “All After 
Joe” 


BN means Between. Example: "BN Joe and Sally" on Morse is voiced “send all between Joe and 
Sally”. 


"CFM John" is voiced “confirm the word, John”. If “John” is correct, the sender answers, 
“confirmed. 


That's 99% of it. Learning and utilizing AA, AB, WA, WB, BN, and CFM is 99% of how to get fills. 
Over voice we say the whole words; e.g., word after, word before, all between, and please confirm. 
Without these efficient skills we would be jabbering a lot and wasting valuable bandwidth and 
perhaps lives. In short, there are concise ways of maintaining accuracy and speed; while the lessons 
learned on Morse become transferable to voice. 


We can also say: "Telephone? TO? FROM? TIME? DATE? SUBJECT? SIG”, or any other easily 
recognizable field when requesting an entire field to be resent. Rarely, unless conditions are 
borderline, will we need the entire text body repeated; nor is it good operating practice to repeat the 
entire message back to the sending station for confirmation. 


There are many reasons to get fills. Sometimes the sending station is talking too fast, too soft, does 
not enunciate, has a weak signal, there is interference (QRM), static (QRN), etc. Especially 
ambiguous possibilities should be eliminated by the sending operator; e.g., too, to, two — few, fuel — 
J, Jay — Elbert, Albert, Alberta, sixty -- sixteen, etc). 


An experienced sending station knows which difficult words or mixed groups to spell out or repeat 
with "I SPELL" (followed by phonetic spelling). Also, one can use, "I SAY AGAIN" when repeating 
difficult words or correcting an error. “Mixed Groups (a group of mixed letters, numbers, and/or 
punctuation whose letters are also spelled out phonetically, are preceded with “Mixed Group”. 
Details are in the KAROECHO Field Operations Guide in Chapter 8 (advanced message handling 
that can be studied after one gets the basics down). 
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